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  Recently, I was paid a compliment by a 

reader of the Chester Spotlight. She said 

that what I write is interesting and true and 

greatly appreciated. Of course it was nice 

to hear that someone was reading and en-

joying it. Nonetheless, it made me ask my-

self a question ñare they really getting the 

purpose of why I write?ò  

  I write to contribute to the conversation 

that is and should be happening here in the 

city of Chester and in other communities 

on a daily basis. The conversation is partly 

about how the community begins to find 

common goals and objectives to move 

ahead collectively rather than in the splin-

tered manner it has been operating for 

years. It is also about the individual re-

sponsibility we each have to improve the 

circumstances of our environment.        

  Whether it is a conversation about 

the school district, drugs in the com-

munity, the types of businesses 

needed, the political climate, the 

churches role, ex-offender reentry, the 

rising cost of food and gas, or the future of 

our children, these conversations all im-

pact our community therefore impacting 

the citizenry. 

  A conversation on the state of affairs and 

the environment in which we all live is 

meaningful and necessary to reclaim the 

voice and mind of the people. This only 

works if ñwe the peopleò actually do some-

thing to effect the change that we want to 

have impact our environment. To some 

this may be reminiscent of the era of 

ñRevolutionsò that were meant to change 

the world, impact communities, and make 

the future better. I hope so. 

  The objective is to create awareness. That 

awareness should create an energy that is 

positive, negative or both that can be di-

rected in an effective way. How do we 

make our community better? How do we 

make the necessary changes in our com-

munity? This cannot be done if the people 

are somnambulant (sleepwalking).  It is 

impossible to organize or to engage the 

community around goals and objectives 

when it is not awake. When we are un-

awake we become susceptible to being 

exploited because we lose our sense of self 

and purpose in humanity, our self worth. 

Once we lose sight of our own worth we 

lose everything. 

  The issue is action. It is much easier to 

blame the circumstance on the environ-

ment in which we are, but the reality is that 

we contribute to it actively or inactively by 

what we do or do not do. Therefore we 

have a responsibility in all of this too.  

  Perhaps it is easier to be somnambulant, 

to get paid, to check out and get high, 

move to a different town, city, state, throw 

up our hands and say thatôs the way it has 

always been and thatôs the way it is.    

  Thatôs a cop out that is unfortunately used 

as an excuse all too often. Things are the 

way we allow them to be because we ei-

ther donôt know how to change it or are 

afraid to change it. 

  I write because the conversation has to 

continue. We only get better if we discuss 

how. And how we change things can only 

be understood through knowledge of who 

we are. 
  ñThe [Person} You Think You Areò 

Iôm the [person] you think you are. And if it 

doesnôt take legislation to make you a [person] 

and get your rights recognized, donôt even talk 

that legislative talk to me. No, if weôre both 

human beings weôll both do the same thing. 

And if you want to know what Iôll do, figure out 

what youôll do. Iôll do the same thing ï only 

more of it.ò 

 

Malcolm X, ñThe Man You Think You 

Areò (I changed man to person to be more 

inclusive). 

TALES OF THE PEN  

 by Tina Johnson 

  Chester native, Avery Sunshine 
(Denise White), put on two standing 
room only performances at André Café 
Acoustique on 5th and Edgmont, singing 
an assortment of original and cover 
tunes to the delight of her fans, family 
and friends on July 11th and 13th.  
  I caught the Friday show where she 
broke all the rules and sang right 
through the intermission to keep the 
momentum going for nearly two hours of  
non stop enjoyment.  
  �6�K�H���Z�D�V���M�R�L�Q�H�G���E�\���6�S�H�O�P�D�Q���V�L�V�W�H�U���µ�&�&�¶��
and brother Tamba who took it to an 
even higher level with their  impromptu 

harmonies. 
  Avery Sunshine who has performed in 
Japan to Broadway said that playing in 
Chester is a surreal experience for her. 
To have her mom and dad in the audi-
ence is the biggest blessing when com-
ing home. 
  Chester is especially proud of Avery 
Sunshine for being selected to perform 
in Denver at the Democratic National 
Convention for four days this summer 
  �,�¶�G���O�R�Y�H���W�R���V�H�H���%�D�U�D�N���2�E�D�P�D���V�L�W���Z�L�W�K��
Denise for a duet.  
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